
1) What does the Oswego County SLS do well? 

 

 

 Giving information in a timely manner 

 Answering my questions that I need help with 

 Letting us know about events/PD offered 

 Offers great communication and provides many opportunities for further training 

 SLS creates great professional development opportunities and is always a great resource for any questions I 
might have about accessing databases 

 Provide librarians with professional development opportunities 

 Help answer random questions about library stuff 

 I like the weekly e-updates this year. I think they are much easier to read, and less texty 

 Communicate regularly with librarians 

 I have enjoyed many of the training opportunities and offerings this year (and last summer 

 I like that the newsletter is offered weekly now so I feel like I don't miss as much info and/or programs 

 I love how supportive the SLS is of continuing education opportunities and trainings (financially) 

 The Oswego County SLS is excellent at bringing professional development to our county that is current, accurate 
and provides us with support for curriculum changes in our school district. 
Elaine Flood is particularly excellent in her role in providing support for Interlibrary Loan, Search page information 
and for providing support as needed for our library programs in terms of technology. She works hard to assess 
and solve problems as they arrive. Marla Yudin is excellent at supporting grants and providing support for ongoing 
projects. She also maintains a strong tradition of providing scholarships to our librarians for conference and travel 
expenses. I hope that she intends to continue this wonderful funding. 

 Purchasing what we need (and can't get ourselves) to help our students be successful 

 Communication 

 Keeps us up to date on current local library happenings as well as new resources 

 Communicates useful information, advocates for school libraries, and answers questions in a timely manner 

 Professional development, listens to needs and wants of patrons 

 They are able to pull rabbits out of hats when we are unable to locate books 

 Support and care about the libraries and students in Oswego County 

 Weekly communication 

 Member input 

 Trying to plan relevant PD 

 Interlibrary loan and offering many professional development opportunities are two great things CITi does. Also 
the collaborative atmosphere and connections with other BOCES is wonderful. 

 Communication, scheduling library related PD, always available for assistance 

 Organizes a great conference, helps with database questions, interlibrary loan 
 

 



2) How often do you use Interlibrary Loan (ILL)? 

 

I use ILL often 16 84.2% 

I use ILL only within my district 0 0% 

I only borrow items 1 5.3% 

I only lend items 0 0% 

I seldom use ILL 1 5.3% 

I never use ILL 0 0% 

Other 1 5.3% 

3) If you seldom or never participate in ILL, choose the reason why. 

 

Not enough time 1 5.3% 

Not enough staff 0 0% 

Not enough resources to share 0 0% 

Concern with loss of resources 0 0% 

Process is too difficult 0 0% 

Delivery takes too long 1 5.3% 

District / building philosophy 0 0% 

Other 17 89.5% 



4) How often do you check the Union Catalog for items? 

 

Frequently 13 68.4% 

Seldom 5 26.3% 

Never 1 5.3% 

5) If you answered SELDOM or NEVER, please let us know why 

 If you seldom or never participate in ILL, choose the reason why.  

 n/a; we use it 

 We participate 

 n/a  

 I use it often 

 I participate. This survey is making me click on one box.  

 I DO participate! 

 we use it frequently  

 I use frequently 

 I use ILL all the time. 

 Delivery takes too long 

 Staff requests have dramatically decreased  

 none 

 I use it often 

 NA 

 N/A 

 I lend items 

 Not enough time 

 I actively participate 

 We do participate! 



6) Does the courier service deliver items in a safe and timely manner? 

 

Yes 16 84.2% 

No 3 15.8% 

7) Which eBooks are you currently using with students and staff? 

 

OverDrive through the SLS 4 21.1% 

eBooks I have purchased 10 52.6% 

Other 9 47.4% 

8) Are you interested in participating in eBook trials? 

 

Yes 8 42.1% 

No 6 31.6% 

Other 5 26.3% 

 



9) Do you track usage statistics on the technology services you subscribe to (paid 
databases, NOVELny, etc.) on a regular basis? 

 

No time 8 42.1% 

No staff to assist 1 5.3% 

Nobody looks at the data 1 5.3% 

I don't know how to access the information 5 26.3% 

I would love to, but I need help 4 21.1% 

Other 4 21.1% 

10) How well informed are you of the available programs and support offered by the SLS? 

 

Very well 10 52.6% 

Moderately well 9 47.4% 

Not well 0 0% 

Other 0 0% 

 



11) In what ways do you learn about SLS programs and services? 

 

SLS newsletter 16 84.2% 

SLS website 3 15.8% 

SLS listserv 5 26.3% 

Communication Coordinators (Liaisons) 6 31.6% 

Through attendance at programs offered by the SLS 6 31.6% 

Other 3 15.8% 

12) What professional development topics would you like to see offered next year? 

 -More about the IFC and social studies framework 

 -Ability to share lesson ideas/strategies 

 -Blended learning 

 -Ebooks 

 -ipads 

 -database training 

 I would like to participate in Cool Tools for Schools again next year. 

 using ebooks 

 producing common core connected research projects 

 I would love to see another session where we look at the testing data for our buildings and get help breaking it 
down. I got a lot out of that day and it helped me design some of my lessons this year to address their learning 
gaps more effectively. 

 Work with the new Social Studies Framework.  
How to encourage more reading, especially with middle school and high school.  
Please-- Something other than Makerspaces! 

 MinecraftEDU at a time when teachers can attend (summer school teachers can't attend this years) 
3D printers 
Middle School related resources 

 Augmented reality 

 Using different ebook platforms effectively, 

 gaming, makerspaces, collaborative training with a classroom teacher 

 Starting Sept 2015, APWE has cut library classes. There has been no discussion on the future of library at APWE 
so this topic is not applicable to APWE. 

 not sure 
 
 
 
 



13) What is your preferred time for professional development?  

 

Full day 12 63.2% 

After school 4 21.1% 

During the summer 3 15.8% 

Live webinars 5 26.3% 

Archived webinars 4 21.1% 

Other 5 26.3% 

 

 

14) How comfortable are you using the SLS listserv? 

 

Very comfortable 12 63.2% 

Moderately comfortable 5 26.3% 

Not comfortable 2 10.5% 

 



15) Are there social media tools you would like to use but are blocked at your school? 

 

Yes 4 21.1% 

No 15 78.9% 

If yes, which ones? 

 Twitter and Instagram. I’d love to give our library a more 21
st
 century presence/interaction with the 

community 

 Twitter. 

 All of them. Everything is blocked in our district. 

 Twitter 

16) If you purchase databases through the Resource CoSer, are you satisfied with the service 
you are receiving? 

 

Yes 14 73.7% 

No 1 5.3% 

My district does not purchase databases through a CoSer 1 5.3% 

Other 3 15.8% 

 

If NO, what suggestions do you have? 

 I would need to view the data usage to see if they are being used. There are others that I would rather use.  



17) If you purchase OPALs through the Library Automation CoSer, are you satisfied with the 
service you are receiving? 

 

Yes 8 42.1% 

No 0 0% 

My district does not purchase OPALS Library Automation. 9 47.4% 

Other 2 10.5% 

 

18) If you purchase Follett through the Library Automation CoSer, are you satisfied with the 
service you are receiving? 

 

Yes 5 26.3% 

No 0 0% 

My district does not purchase Follett Library Automation the CoSer 12 63.2% 

Other 2 10.5% 

 

 

 



19) If you purchase Coordinated Cooperative Collection Development materials through the 
CCCD CoSer, are you satisfied with the service you are receiving? 

 

Yes 4 21.1% 

No 0 0% 

My district does not purchase CCCD materials through the CoSer 11 57.9% 

Other 4 21.1% 

If no, what suggestions do you have?  

We used to subscribe but our district decided not to this last year.  

20) How can the SLS better serve your special client groups? 

 more training on specific databases -more after school trainings on destiny -more training on ebooks -a blog or 

online space to share resources and ideas 

 Not in any way that I can think of. 

 Provide a grant to AASL conference in the fall (hint, hint). 

 It won’t let me pick more than one answer to the "Which professional development opportunities did you 

participate in during the 2014-2015 school year" question below so here are the other ones I did: Cool Tools for 

Schools OPALS Users Meeting 

21) What suggestions do you have for the annual Greater CNY SLS Conference? 

 Keynote speakers that are not necessarily library related like Stephen Abram or Steven Layne or Doug Johnson.  

 We need someone with a broad spectrum who can tell us how to improve from a non-stakeholder point of view. 

 Less sessions on Makerspaces. 

 I liked the Maker Space playground and the social media bingo ideas from the state conference this spring. 

 To keep it at the holiday in on electronics parkway - easy to get to - from 81 and 90. Downtown Syracuse would 

be a bad idea because then we are going in during rush hour and makes commuting there very inconvenient. 

 I would like to see us do presentations on blended learning, project based learning examples that we have 

formulated with our teachers. 

 I learn many new things every year no matter what the topics are. 

 I think this conference is getting very stale. I'm not sure what to change exactly, but something needs to give. Last 

years, was pretty old. 



 

22) Which professional development opportunities did you participate in during the 2014-15 
school year? 

 

 

 

2014 Greater CNY School Library System Fall Conference 15 78.9% 

WEBINAR-RU Ready 2 Trust 'em? Why Access is Essential to Developing Citizenship among Millennials 1 5.3% 

Cool Tools for Schools 6 31.6% 

Minerva: Text & Context 4 21.1% 

WEBINAR - Brain-Friendly Teaching & Learning in Your Think Tank Library 3 15.8% 

WEBINAR - Inquiry Learning Big 6-Style: Good Questions = Good Learning! 0 0% 

WEBINAR - Teaching Digital Photograph: Seven Essential Elements for Instructional Success 2 10.5% 

Superintendent's Conference Day-March 20 at JC Birdlebough HS 2 10.5% 

OPALS Users meeting 4 21.1% 

Follett Users meeting 3 15.8% 

I did not attend any PD offered by the SLS 1 5.3% 

Other 1 5.3% 

 

 



 

 

23) What is your overall rating of the Oswego County School Library System? 

  

Excellent 9 47.4% 

Good 9 47.4% 

Fair 0 0% 

Poor 0 0% 

Other 1 5.3% 

 


